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to shoot on bluff
Synopsis Warned by his physi¬

cian U at ho hus not more than ln
month to live Dan Falling sits
ileaponjently on a park bench won
Oeili s here he should spend those
sK innnlhs Memories of his grand ¬

father and a deep love for all
things of the wild help him In
teaching a decision In a large
southern Oregon city he meets
people nlio had known and loved
his grandfather a famous fron-
tiersman

¬

Uo makes his home with
Silas Lennox n typical westerner
The only other members of the
household arc Lennoxs son BUI
and daughter Snowbird Their
abode Is in the Umpqua divide and
there Tailing plans to live out the
short span of life which he has
been told Is his From the first
Fallings ncalth shows u marked
Improvement and In the compan-
ionship of Lennox and his son and
daughter he fits Into the woods life
as If be had ben born to It Uy
quick thinking and a remarkable
display of nerve ha saves Len ¬

noxs life and his own when they
are attacked by a mad coyote
Lennox declares he Is a reincarna-
tion

¬

of his grandfather Dan Fall ¬

ing L whoso fame as a woodsman
Is a household word Dan learns
that an organized band of outlaws
of which Dert Cranston Is the
leader Is setting forest Arcs Lan-
dry

¬

Hlldreth a former member of
the gang has been Induced to turn
states evidence Cranston shoots
Hlldreth and leaves him for dead
Whlsperfoot the mountain lion
springs on Hlldreth and finishes
him

CHAPTER II Continued
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And as for Whlsperfoot the terror
that choked his heart with blood be-
gan

¬

to wear off In a llttlo while The
man lnysostlirin the jhlcketsT Be ¬

sides there was n Ftrnngc wild smell
In the air Whlsperfoots stroke had
gone home so true there hnd not even
been a fight The darkness began to
lift around him and a strange exultn
tlon n rapture unknown before In all
his hunting began to creep Into his
wild blood Then ns n shadow steals
he went creeping hack to his dead

Dan Falling hnd been studying na ¬

ture on the high ridges nnd he went
home by a hack trail that led to old
Bald mountain The trSll was just
n narrow serpent In tho brush nnd
It hnd not been mnie by gangs of
laborers working with shovels nnd
picks Possibly half a dozen white
men In all had ever walked along It
It was Just the path of the wild crea-
tures

¬

worn down by hoof nnd paw
nnd cushion since the young days of
the world

It was a roundabout trail home
but yet It had Its advantages It took
him within two miles of Snowbirds
lookout station and nt this hour of
day he had been particularly fortunate
In finding her nt n certain spring on
the mountain side It was rather a sin ¬

gular coincidence Along about four
he would usually find himself wonder
ing up that way Strangely enough
nt the same time It was true that
sho had an Irresistible Impulse to go
down nnd sit In the green ferns beside
the same spring They always seemed
to be surprised to see one another In
reality either of them wouldhnve
been considerably more surprised had
the other failed to put In nn nppear
unce And always they had long talks
as the afternoon draw to twilight

But I dont think you ought to wait
so lato before starting home the girl
would always say Youre not n
human hawk and It Is easier to get
lost than you think

And this solicitude Dan rightly fig-

ured
¬

was a good sign There was
only one objection to it It resulted
In nn unmlstakble Inference that she
considered him unable to take care
of himself and that wns the last
thing on earth that he wanted her
to think uo understood her well
enough to know that her standards
were the standards of the mountains
valuing strength and self reliance
above all things He dldnt stop to
question why every day be trod so
many weary miles to bo with her

She was as natural ns a fawn j and
many times she hod quite taken away
Ms breath And once she did It liter-
ally

¬

He didnt think that so long as
death spy rod him he would ever be
able to forget that experience It was
her birthday and knowing of It In
time he had arranged for the delivery
of a rttin nockage dear to a e lrllia

- jM

In tho na cnrcruiiy Bimaonheart at her fathers
trystlng hour he had come w eYl cu
over the hills with It nnd few experi
ences In his life had ever yielded such
unmitigated pleasure ns the sight of
her glowing white and red ns she took
off Its wrapping paper It was a Jolly
old gift he recollected and when she
hnd seen It sho fairly leaped nt hlro
Her warm round arms around his
neck and the softest loveliest lips In
the world pressed his But In those
days ho didnt have tho that
ho hnd now He felt he could endure
tho same experience ngnln with no
embarrassment His first Im-

pression
¬

then besides abounding In-

credible
¬

astonishment was that shot
had quite knocked out his breath But
let It bo said for him that he recov-
ered

¬

with notable promptness nis
own arms had gone up and closed
nround her and the girl hnd wriggled
free

But you mustnt do thatl she told
him

But good Lord girll You did It
to me I Is there no Justice In women

But I did It to thnnk you for this
lovely gift For remembering me
for being so good and considerate
You havent nny cnuse to me

lie had many serious difficulties In
thinking It out And only one con-
clusion

¬

was obtainable that
kissed ns naturally ns she did any¬

thing else nnd the kiss exactly
what she said It did and no more
But the fact remained thnt he would
have wnlked n good many miles far ¬

ther If he thought there was any pos ¬

sibility of a repeat
But all at once his fantnsles were

suddenly nnd rudely dispelled by the
Intrusion oVronlltles Dnn had been
valuing silently himself In the plno

needles As Iennox had wondered at
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Dan Saw His Purpose

long ago ho knew bow by Instinct
und Instinctively he practiced this at-

tainment
¬

ns soon ns he got out Into
tho wild Tho creature he had heard
was fully one hundred yards distant
yet Dnn could hear him with entire
plainness And for a while he couldnt
even guess what manner of thine It
might be

A cougar that made so much noho
would bo Immediately expelled trmt
the union A wolf pnek running by

might crack brush as freely
but a wolf pack would also bay to
wake the dead Of course It might be
an elk or a steer and still more likely
n bear He stood still and listened
The sound grew nearer

Soon It became evident thnt the crea-
ture

¬

was either walking with two legs
or elso was n four footed animal put-
ting

¬

two feet down at tho same In ¬

stant Dan had learned to wait Be
stood perfectly still And gradually
be came to the conclusion that he
was llstenlag to the footfall of an-
other

¬

man
But It was rather hard to Imagine

what a man might be doing on this
lonely MIL Of course It micbt be n
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rlMir btit few were thoN aller
irtHMiho hnd penetrated tothls
ftw grhe footfall was much t
hwviri f IBnowblrd The step Were
evtdeatiyijM another trntl that Inter1
seated KI40W11 trail one hundred yards
farther jthe hill Uo had only to
staad Kill and in an Instant the mnn
would conhj n

He took one stop Into the thickets
prepareajttl concenl himself If Ilbe
ciime Mcenry Then ho watted Soon
tbe man stepped out on tlio trntl

Even at the dlstnnco of one hundred
yards Dan had no difficulty whatever
In recegalzlng htm He could not
mistake this tall dark form the soiled
olouchy clothes the rough hair the
Intent derjc features It Was a man
about his own age his own height
but weighing fully twenty pound
mere and ihe dark narrow eyes could
belong to no one but Bert Cranston
lie carried his rllle loosely In his arms

He stopped at the forks In the trail
house u

trudging

strength

whatever

thank

Snowbird

meant

sight

sight

Cranston would sea him nt flrsYglance- -

Only one clump of thicket sheltered
him But because Dan had learned
tho leseotT of standing still because
his ollve drab sporting clothes blended
softly with the colored leaves Crans-
ton

¬

did not detect bun Uo turned
and Btrodoon down tho trail

He didnt move quite like a man
with Innocent purposes There was
something stealthy somothlng sinister
In his stride and the way ho kept
such a sharp lookout In all directions
Yet ho never glanced to tho trail for
deer tracks ns he would have done
had he been hunting Without even
waiting to meditate on the matter
Dan started to shadow hlin

Before one hundred yards had been
traversed tie could better understand
tho Joy Ibd cougar takes In his hunt-
ing

¬

It was the same process a cau-
tious silent advance In the trail of
prey Hebnd to walk with tho same
caution be had to tukc advantage ot
the thickets Ho began to feel a curi-
ous excitement

Cranston seemed to be moving nroro
carefully now cxnmtnlng the brush
along tbe trail Now and then he
glanced up at the tree tops And all
nt once he stopped and knelt In the
dry shrubbery

At first all that Dan could aeo was
tho gllttbr of a knife blndc Crans¬

ton seemed to be whittling n piece of
dead pine Into fine shavings Now
he was gathering pine needles nnd
small iwigg making a little pile of
them And then Just ns Cranston
drew Ms rintcli Dan saw his purpose

Cranston was at his old trade set
ting a forest fire

For two very sdod reasons Dan
didnt call to him at once Tho two
reasons were that Cranston hnd a rifle
and thnt Dan was unarmed It might
bo extremely likely that Cranston
would choose tho mostpluuslble and
effective means of preventing an Inter-
ruption

¬

of his crime and by tho same
token prevent word of tho crime ever
reaching thn authorities The rifle
contained five cartridges and only one
wns needed

But tho Idea of backing out unseen
never even occurred to Dnn The fire
would have a tremendous headway be-

fore
¬

he could summon help Although
It was near the lookout station every
condition pointed to a disastrous Are
Tho brush was dry as tinder not so
heavy ns to choke the wind but yet
tall enough to carry the flame Into
the tree tops The stiff hfcezc up the
ridge would certnlnly carry the flame
for miles through the parched Divide
before help could come In the mean
tlmo stock and lives and homes would
bo endangered besides the Irreparable
loss of timber There were many
things that Dan might do but giving
up wns not one of them

After nil he did tho wisest thing of
all He simply came out In plain sight
and unconcernedly walked down the
trail townrd Cranston At tho same
instnnt the latter struck his match

As Dan was no longer stalking
Cranston Immediately heard his step
He whirled recognized Dan and for
one long Instant In which tho world
seemed to have time lu plenty to make
n complete revolution he stood per ¬

fectly motionless Tbe mntvh flared In
his dark fingers bugeyesfull of sin¬

gular conjecturing rested on Dans
face No Instant of the In Iters life
had ever been fraught with greater

CLOUDS ARE EARTHS VEIL

If Seen From the Moon They Would
Appear as Mere Film Separating

the Earth

The layer of r cloud covering the
earth Is rclotlvcly very thin If for
example we rouhl examine the earth
from the moon we would doubtless
see a veil of cloud covering little
more than half the surface At thnt
distance tho couds would hnve no
texture the earth would appear
swathed In ad Irregular sheet of
formless vapor through which from
time to time the hind and water areas
could be seeuT

Tho cloud coyer of the earth tr most
attenuated It may be com pa red to u
film for It Ispuppoxed to be essthnn

pf the earths di-

ameter
¬

In vesical thickness
The thinness of the earths atmos--
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PerlU lie undenttMel aet recil
was going on Jn CraSetoaaialftSi tie
fire fiend was calmly decldlnr whether
Jp shoe or whether bluff H eet
unp rcguircq no more moral cow age
than Urn jother It jeally didnt make
a great --deal of difference to Cranston
But he decided thnt the killing was
not worth the cartridge The other
course wns too nsy Uo did not even
drenin that Dan had been shadowing
him and hnd sren Ills Intention He
would have laughed at the Idea that a
tenderfoot could thus walk behind

him unheard Wlthoet concern he
scattered with his foot the little heap
of kindling and slipping hlSplps tnte
his mouth lie touched thrf flaring
match to Jt It wns a wholly admir
able little piece of acting and would
have deceived any one who had not
seen his previous pretinratlonsThen
be walked on down tho trail toward
Dan

Dnn Mopped and lighted his own
pipe It wns a curious llttlo trace
And then he leaned back against tbe
great gray trunk of n fallen tree

Well Cranston he said civilly
The men hnd met on previous oc
cnsl6ns nnd always there had been
the Bnme invisible war between them

now do you do Falling Cranston
replied No perceptions could be so
blunt as to miss the premeditated la
sult In the tone He didnt speak In
his own tonguo nt all the short gut¬

tural nowdy thnt Is U10 --greeting
of tho mountain men Ho pronounced
nil tho words with an exaggerated pre-
cision

¬

an unmlstakablo mockery of
Pans own tone In Ills accent he
threw n tono of sickly sweetness and
his Inference was all 00 plain He
was simply calling Falling Bvpillksop
nnd a whlte ltvcr Just ns plainly as
If he hnd used the words

The eyes of the two men met
Cranstons lips were slightly curled In
an unmistakable leer Dans were
very straight And In one thing el
least their eyes looked Just the same
The pupils of both pairs had contracted
to steel points bright In tho dark gray
of tho rises Cranstons looked some-
what red and Dans were only bard
nnd bright

Snowbird to the resent

tTO HE CONTINUED

Island Women Are Financiers
Tho Loo Cboo Islands home of Hit

world famous red lacquer ware Ie be
tween Japan nnd Formosa not fat
from Chinas coastwise routes - Thi
ware tables bowls trays and tibxei
used dnlly throughout Japan and
China und sold to thousands of tour
Ists come principally from the llttti
towns of Nulla and Shurl The trad
lu tbe ware Is conducted by the wom-
en

¬

who do all the merchandizing and
In fact have charge of It Tbey art
strictly one price merchants tin
amount first nsked for an artlclo be
lug the one at which It Is finally sold
no matter how much bargaining It

done The women are straight ol
back and erect of carriage duo to the
custom of carrying everything on tbeli
heads No matter what tbe welghl 01

size of the object they plaqo It on
their head and walk off seemlnglj
giving 110 thought to balancing It

Town Crier In France
In the old days ho town crier waj

a recognized Institution throughout
France But when theart of print
ing enmo In tho newspapers drove the
town crlcr out of business There arc
parts of France however where th
town crier sflll makes his announce-
ments nccordlng to one of tbe mem
hers of A Company Eighteenth en
gineers In an obscure little vlllaga
near the town where this unit wai
camped there Is an old man who
stands at tbe main street corner and
bents a drum to attract the attention
of ibo populace when there Is news
to bo given out Thcro Is no newspa
per When the armistice was slgnec
the people- - of that village learned ot
It from the crlcr Tho Bplker
France

True
Riches have wings
Theyve to novThdnys to get any

where near the cost of living

phero may be rooro clearly compre
hended If wo realize that the relative
thickness of the cloud layer on an
eight Inch terrestrial globe would be
about one hundredth of an Inch Yet
It Is In this thin belt that clouds form
so that It Is seen onr weather la pro-
duced

¬

within llralcd confine The
Ace

Dignity of Peruvian Mayer
Tbe mayor of tho smallest town to

rem feels that It Is Incumbent oa
blm In order to make the proper Dis
play of ottlclal dignity to be accoia- -
panlcd by a band ot pipers wbeserer
he appears oo auy state occasion
Tlieso musicians have sstrurnenti
which consist of a series of reeeV
strung together and make weird maelR

Ono lialf jBf Tie world imagines the
other half couldnt possibly managt
o worrr along without it
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Cigarette
T aal In fh
delfoious Burky
obabeo flavor

Its Toasted
ifcJttvjiCeM4fa- -

FERTILIZE YOUR CORN
this year and get better corn Baore
cora earlier corn And top dressing
for alfalfa and vegetables Also
MEAT MEAL TANKAGE ior bojrs
and chickens Write for prices

COCHRANE PACKING CO
200 Central Ave Kansas Cltyy Ks

Vlanti Milpptd Day Order Beeelred Mil ¬

lions ready Direct from srower All leadliqr
varieties Prtcaa poitpd Cabbuse 10041st
BOO tlXG 1000 II Tomatoes 100 tOei

00 lit 1000 litO Dtrmuda Onions 100
1 Cash A A rittman llamoUa Ark

KANSAS ClTV HOME
want to trade my restdenco for small farm
11 rooms modern t bath garage Pries
111000 M LKMIIO 210 H A Unf Illdf
XAN8A8 CITY MISSOURI

- i - a

lirvUSTITCHINO and lICOTINO ATTACH ¬
MENT Words on all sewing mseba Prle
1100 Personal chicks lOe extra Lights
Wall Order Home llox HI lllrmlnghim Ala

Tobacco Direct to nitr by malt taf and
manufactured Chewlnc or amoklng Pries
list free Randolph Tou Farm Fadueah Ky

The American Juggernaut
During recent years automobile ac-

cidents
¬

In America have resulted in
approximately one half ibe number of
deaths caused by the industrial acci ¬

dents of all sorts Brooklyn Basle

Itcd Cross Ball Blue Is tbe finest
product of Its kind In tbe world Ev¬

ery woman who has used It ImovfS
this statement to be true

Tho malt lu die trtiadmlll doesnt
sttxJoy jfleuhis trciJifiila jopuedi

Nothing else so enhances he valne
of a thing ns difficulty In obtaining It

Renew your health
by purifying your
system with

Quick and delightful r
Her for biliousness colds
constipation headaches
and stomach liver jand
blood troubles

The genuine are eU
nly in 35c package

Avoid imitations

TOO
LATE

lMhcclyariMtterbfsborttlrne
Dont wait until pains and aches
becotae tocnraple dlcoaoee Avoid
painful coneequencee by taUesJ

GOLDNEDAL

IMttlMsVlr
Tbe worlds standard remedy for Wdaey
Uver bladder and uric add troeMea - the
National Remedy of Moiuna steee
tatm sues an oroggiais
Uek fee the CoU MU m

ease accept n I salts Mil

v

KeepYourSkin Porei
Active and Hearthy
With Cuticara Soap
ttf2Sc0imtZ41trdam7Jh
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